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| was born in the old hospital opposite the Wolborough C of E school in East St,
Newton Abbot and then attended it in the late 1950s. After passing the 11-plus |
went to Newton Abbot Grammar School and then finally on to Surrey University at
Guildford near London. At the time | knew nothing about the schools | attended
but can remember that thisschoof 61 & 2FGSy NBTFSNNBR
Soon after university | left the country for Germany and remained there ever
since. Despite visiting my old home town countless times, | have never managed
to visit the school again! Hence, all my images and memories of the place are
solely from memory. In 2020, during the Covid-19 pandemic | started wondering
about this old school and found that very little was known of its history in any
detailed cohesive terms. This set me on a long path, on which, with the help of
others, | was able to put some sort of historical story together. This account is not
meant as a scientific paper! For that more fundamental and even more detailed
research would be necessary.

Since, according to the current (2020) school head teacher, Tracy Hoare, the
school itself has nothing on its history, all the public libraries and archives were
shut because of the Covid-19 virus, my research was initially focussed on basically
two contemporary historical reference books on Newton Abbot.
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These are Stirling (1830) and Rhodes (1904).
Various press cuttings taken from contemporary
local newspapers and copies of a number of
census papers, as well as numerous discussions
on Facebook have helped. The two reference
books were helpful at first but not detailed
enough to get the sequence of events in place.
The press cuttings, although not comprehensive,
and not always factually correct, were invaluable
in providing enough pieces of the puzzle to get
the picture into place. Once the pandemic begins
to retreat a visit to the National Archives in Kew
may reveal further facts.

Old photographs of the school buildings, its teachers (above all head teachers) and its pupils are rare. Controversial was the first school
site in East St (1843 ¢ 1870). It was often debated that it occupied a building that was immediately on East St. This very distinctive
and unusual building that was opposite the Jolly Sailor (now Jolly Abbot) was unfortunately demolished in 1962 in the course of
cutting Newfoundland Way through into Wolborough St.

After exhaustive research | came to the conclusion that the actual school building was, in fact, situated in the
yard behind it, which, in 1873, was convertedand i KSy 6 SOFYS (KS aySéé | N

Despite some residual gaps und uncertainties | can be satisfied with the results and hope that this
will serve as the basis for, perhaps, more fundamental research into the past of this school
which is closely linked to the history of the town over the last 150 or more years,
and | hope it provides interesting reading.

Johnny Glover, Germany, November 2020
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Wolborough C of E School has been situated on the corner of East St and Union St since 1870. Its former official name was Wolborough
National School but it was still commonly knownas. St f 2 NJ .frénf wihed & waf fisKe@ablfshed in 1816.

Rev. Dr. Andrew Bell (1753 ¢ 1832) was a Scottish clergyman and educationalist who reformed education in England and Wales making it
AUNBIFYEAYSR YR O2aMadast TE0A AP &I 6SRS2RSHRE2BISRE |t f26AY
was also decisive in founding the National Society for Promoting the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established Church
(i.e. the Church of England). Bell became the superintendant of the society which promoted numerous schools in England and Wales. By

1857 there were 17,000 schools following his principles

During the first 50 odd years & . S fséhd@l&nfoved three times as Newton Abbot developed and the population increased. The
educational system in England was also developing and, as from 1857 educational policy was in the hands of the government. In 1870
(i K Bleméntary Educational Act¢ = (@ISt #ofterActé = a S0 GKS LI OS F2NJ O2YLJdzf a2 NB ¢
and removed responsibility completely away from the church. At the end of the 19" century the state would finally take on full
responsibility for the education of all children. This would further mould the fate of the school.

Wolborough C of E was not the only school in Newton Abbot and certainly not the only primary school but it was unusual in that it had

no one singular benefactor in the form of a person. Its development relied on subscriptions from the generous inhabitants of the
borough of Wolborough and, initially, on grants from the National Society which was founded only in 1811 as well as from the generosity
of the Feofees of Wolborough and other benefactors, among whom the Earl of Devon was certainly one of the most active and
influential, being a large landowner.
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If you take a look at the map of Newton Abbot from around 1790 (see right), you will notice
that there a very few buildings marked. Only 50 years later the picture has changed
completely (see map below from 1843).

Although the largest landowner in Wolborough was the Courtenay family, who, more than
anyone else, shaped the 19™ C. Newton Abbot, little documentation has been found on
their influence on schools. But it can be assumed that they did, in some way or another,
play an important part.
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Street map from 1790

Street map from 1843
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Stone plaque from the
old school building
Wolborough St,
Court7
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A brief view of the past with a more detailed discussion following.

1816 ¢ School established (Rev. D.M. Stirling from 1830 quotes 1818! ¢ a
YAALINAYGKO & .StfQa 2N .Sttt {OK2z
Rooms reported to be above the Shambles in Wolborough St west of St
Leonards Chapel (now only the clock tower remains).

1825 ¢ School building erected further west in No. 7 Court off Wolborough St
(School Court - later known as Ivybridge Court) with subscriptions and £100 aid
from the National Institute.

1826 ¢ Market moved from Wolborough St to present site.
1836t KS { KIYOofS& o0daNYyi R2yd [/ KI
Chapel consecrated.

1964 ¢ Old school building demolished ¢ gone forever! This is now a car
parking area just before Pomeroy Rd (a plaque remains - next to no. 2).

School house before demolition
with the rear of Pomeroy Rd
in the background

Wolborough Street (north side)
showing the entrance to No. 7 Court through
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1843/44 ¢ Move to new larger building in East St. between the Sun Inn and
Newfoundland Hotel in a back yard. It is now named Wolborough National
School.

1873 - The building became the Armoury

1934¢t NP LISNI & I OljdZANBR o0& ! dAGAY
1962 ¢ Buildings demolished to make way for road widening in the
course of constructing Newfoundland Way.

1870 ¢ Move to new buildings in Union St (corner East St) next to the Cider Bar
and opposite the Workhouse (later the hospital).

1870 ¢ The Forster Act: The state begins to regulate primary education.
1876 ¢ KS {FyR2y ! OGY tIFNBydGa tS13
compulsory education

1893 ¢ School enlarged to take more infants.

1940 ¢ School system reorganised with only under-10 year-olds remaining in
the school.

1944 ¢ The 11-plus exams were introduced.

1976 ¢ The school expanded taking over the neighbouring building of the old
G22ft02NRdAK t I NRAK w22Y FyR { 2dzJ

Front buildings on East St.
School house in the back yard
through archway
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The Beginnings

This school started its life back in 1816, when schools for the
poor and underprivileged became more popular. People and
organisations were prepared to donate money for good causes
and educating the poor was one of them. Such schools were
organised mainly through the church of which there were three
basic groups: The conformists, i.e. the Church of England, and
the non-O2 Yy F2N¥A&G&S ADPSd | f§ 2
Catholics. The first two categories were referred to as the
National and British schools respectively. Wolborough was a
National school.

It was originally founded to serve the boroughs of Wolborough
and Highweek. Over the course of time the school moved several
times as the population of the boroughs was on a sharp increase.

Application for aid to the
National Society from 1818
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The Origins

The first classes were held in rooms above the shambles at the old market in
Newton Abbot. The shambles was located near the animal market area and was
a place where animals were slaughtered and meat prepared for human
consumption. In Wolborough, at that time, this was to the west of the old clock
tower at the end of Wolborough Street, more or less in the then centre of the
town. The shambles was a covered area with rooms above, which is where the
school was first housed. It was still early days in organised primary education.

First Building

As time progressed it can be assumed that the rooms were getting too tight for
the increased number of children attending. Newton Abbot was expanding
rapidly. Hence a move was necessary to provide more space needed, that
happened in 1825.

The new two-storey building was financed through subscription and a grant of
£100 from the National Society in London, applied for by the Rev. John
Bradford. It was further west along Wolborough Street, close to the river Lemon
in a court called No 7 Court (or Ivybridge Court, also known previously as School
Court) accessed through anarchF YR gl & &0GAf f
School. This was situated a little further out of town than Manor House on the
opposite side of the road.

As the number of pupils continued to increase with the population the school
had to move again, in 1843, to a new building leaving this one unoccupied

for many years.

2FFAO,

Old St Leonard's Chapel

The Shambles

Wolborough ca. 1800

FOURTERNTI
ANNUAL REPORT

17

or TaR

i NATIONAL SOCIETY,

GRANTS of MONEY made by the NarioNar
Soctery to Diocesan and District Socicties and
Schools in Union with it, for the erection—
extension—or fitting-up of School-Rooms, from
June, 1824, to June, 1825, inelusive.
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£

100 to BRAMPTON
50 to TIDESWELL
200 to Wicax

25 to BURSLEM
300 to CovENTRY
100 to MARCHWEIL

20 to LA
[0t KUCELY
50 to TWIVERTON
30 to CRANDROOX (additional)

60 to BRIXHAM
an tn HrmwonTi
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Second Building

In 1843 the school moved away from Wolborough St to a new larger two-storey
building in East St, offering more space, to a back yard next to the
Newfoundland Hotel (Inn), later numbered as no. 17 East St. Again the school
was accessed through an arch.

Unfortunately | have not yet been able to find a photo of this building! The
photo on the right is of the building in front of the school house.

In 1857 it already catered for 86 girls and 104 boys. It was now known as the
National School. But in a few years these rooms were also getting too cramped,
the yard too small for so many children to play and another move was
foreseeable. Already in January 1866 an important meeting took place on the
ground floor of this building to decide upon the erection of a new school
building. After the school moved out in 1870 the Devon Volunteers took over
thesiteconvertA Y3 | YR dzaAy3 AdG Fa GKSAN &

Final Move

On 23™ November, 1869 the completion of new buildings in the then School
Road on the corner to East St was officially celebrated, with the school opening
in 1870. This was to prove to be the final move up until today, lasting way over
100 years!

i

g8

.‘

View along East St. before demolition in 1962. School
house accessed through the central archway.
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The limestone buildings were designed by J.W. Rowell, architect appointed to
the Devon Estate, on land granted at a nominal fee on a 99-year lease by the
Earl of Devon. It was originally designed to accommodate around 300 children
(120 girls, 120 boys and 100 infants) at a cost of £1,200. By December 1889 this
figure was already up to 389 pupils. After the Forster Act of 1870, the churches
had to start giving up control of their schools and gradually hand them over to
the state. The National School became known as the Wolborough Church of
England School.

But this was still not quite the end of the story, because in 1893 the school
expanded even further to incorporate more room for infants by adding the
building erected exactly on the corner of both streets (see photo right). Then in
1976 the building next door along Union Street (the old soup kitchen and
Wolborough parish room) was been taken over and incorporated by the school
together with a new administration block.

Continuing on into the 20™ century education was in the firm hands of the state
and experienced a great number of reforms and changes and two world wars.
But Wolborough C of E has remained still today where it was put in 1870. It is
nowa@oluntaryl A RSRé &d0K22f gAGKAY (GKS 5;

S Original school building taken
from Union St

Wolborough school from East St
showing infant building
added in 1893
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Until the early 1960s all three school buildings were still standing!

But the houses along Wolborough St were unoccupied and rather derelict by
then. The increase in traffic became problematic with a bottle-neck at that
narrow point in the street. Hence the decision was made sometime in the late
1950s to demolish the houses leaving No. 7 Court open to view.

At that time Mid-Devon Garage Ltd applied for building permission to expand
their business to this court. This meant that the court with the old school had to
be demolished. Since these buildings were also not listed, they disappeared for
ever, almost without a trace.

All that is left is a stone plaque that had obviously been rescued from the
demolished school building and then embedded in a wall near the spot, next to
No. 2 Pomeroy Road. W 4all 22 ) ‘

Commemorative stone plaque
saved from the old school house M

Wolborough Street in modern times.
Site of old school house on the far right
Now a car park.

Modern Times



The school building at the beginning of East St in a back yard (later known as
the Armoury after the school left the site in 1870) suffered a similar fate, where
the pressures of modern traffic dictated the demolition of a great number of

historic buildings that unfortunately never had a preservation order put on
them.

In the 1930s ! dz& (phrgh&3éd the premises and used the buildings as stores.
Property deeds show that M&S, which had been on Courtenay St (no. 10)
already since 1912, in the course of time, pushed back to East St extending the
shop floor to exactly where the old school building used to be.

The neighbouring Newfoundland Hotel was demolished in the early 1960s
allowing M&S to expand and have a rear access leaving this afore mentioned
magnificent old building standing in solitude. Whether the old school building in
the yard behind was still standing at that time is unknown.

But the traffic around the clock tower was reaching bursting point and a plan
had already been devised to relieve the situation.

In 1962 Newfoundland Way was cut through several historic Wolborough Street
courts and inns to bypass the tower. In the course of these measures this end
of East St had to be widened. Hence the magnificent building on East St fell
victim to demolition.

From the Herald & Express,
January 1962

OLD ARMOURY IN EAST-STREET TO BE DEMOLISHED

The days are numbered of a
notable
Newton
building

T.Ht Old Armoury in East-

street, Newton Abbot, bas
been for many decades one of
the town's notable landmarks.

But soon this unusual old build-

| Ing. with iis distinctive facade
of weather-beaten stone, is to be
demolished as a result of road
widening developments in the
area.

The Armoury is owned by R C.
Austin, general drapers, of
Courtenay -sireet, and It has
been used as a store.

“We bought the bullding In 1934
and It has proved a wuseful
acquisition,” Mr, Charles Austin

told the Herald Express. " As a
store, it wag invaluable”

Not decided

" We have not yet decided how we
are golng to redevelop the site
after the vroad has been
widened,”

The actual age of the Old Armoury
has not been definilely estab-
lished. But in 1800 the county
prison, or Brideweil as it was
known, occupled the original
site.

Four years later it was planned to
use the building as a school.
the deeds state: " The s
be for young perso
borough and Hig
be conducted up

of the Estab
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Some years later M&S developed the space extending the store further and
built loading/unloading bays at the back. When exactly the old school building
(cum Armoury) was actually demolished is unknown.

It is rather ironic, though, to think that years later this once very busy part of
East St would become almost completely desolate and deserted.

The carnage of historic Newton Abbot did not stop at this point. The ever
increasing population due to continued building of large residential estates on
the outskirts of the town perpetuated and exacerbated the problem. Traffic

increased for ever more and ruled town planning!

East St (north side) showing the
rear entrance and bays of M&S.
M&S vacated the site in 2018

East St (north side) also showing
the rear entrance of Austin’s
in 2020

Modern Times



List of head teachers
Over such a long period of time (> 200 years) the school has had numerous
head teachers.

The following list is unfortunately not complete and the early dates only reflect
a mention of the person in a document (press article, census sheet etc.):

- 1848: Thomas Skinner / Sally Robinson

- 1850: Thomas Prothero / ?

- 1861: James Prothero / Elisa Prothero

- 1862: John Knott (retired 1902) / Mrs Knott

- 1878:? / Miss Ann Bowden

- 1884: Mr. Moxey / Miss Mance

- 1902: Frank B. Williams / Miss Acland

- 1912:S.G. Holmes / Miss Acland + Miss Arnell (infants)
- 1928: S.G. Holmes (retired 1940) / Miss Sadler

-2

- ?¢1950: Miss Lunis

- 1950-1973: Cosmo Todd

- 1973-1985: Mr. Shaw

- 1985-2009: Mr. Ball
2009-present: Tracy Hoare

Cosmo Todd.
Headmaster for 23 years till 1973
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Documents

Aid given by the National Society in London:
A grant of £100 was given by the National Society. This is a photographic copy of the original
application form for this grant filled out on 1* November, 1824 by Rev. John Bradford.
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Bell School (1825 - 1843)

No. 7 Court
(alias Ivybridge Court
alias School Court)

Maps

Maps are interesting in locating places. Newton Abbot has changed dramatically over the last
150 years with asurge 2 F G A YLINR @SYSyGaé¢ RdzZNAy3a GKS
places are best located using historic maps, if available.

in a court off Wolborough St.

Site of 2nd school building (1843 - 1870)

The Shambles

Approx. site of 1st school building (1825 - 1843)

Newton Abbot / Wolborough ca. 1800

Using the street map of ca. 1800 showing the position of each site in the town
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The following two maps show the last two school sites that were both situated
on East St. The last being very generous allowing enough room to expand over
the years, still meetingS @Sy G 2RI @Qa NBI|jdzZANBYSy i

Newtont ,\7};121;1

The first school building labelled the “Armoury”
on this street map from 1888.

100 ik 1.
i

The current school site with original buildings from
1870 on what was then called School Road.
Note: The corner plot to East St
was still vacant

Hare 5m |

Eee
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Class Photographs

It is interesting to note that, in contrast to many other schools in Newton
Abbot, very few photos are readily available in connection with this school.
There must surely be any number of photos in private hands that have never
been published. However, during my stay at the school | cannot remember a
class photo ever being taken! | personally possess not a single photograph of
any kind from my days at the primary school.

Parties
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AREA SPORTS

1972
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1960:PE day
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February 1984: Two student teachers from Rolle College, Exmouth
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1973: Farewell to the headmaster Cosmo Todd

(centre back) after 23 yrs




I “ Lot 9.—All those two Froehold Dwelling Houses, situ-

, : : ated in Wolboro treet, Newton- Abbot, with uCoth('
The following sources of information | found very useful : or Tenoment snd of Ground in the Court behind, now
in the occupation of Messrs. Weatherdon, vaa. and

1. Books Clinnick as tenants.
4! 1 AaG2NE 2F bSglG2y '0602i Lot 10.—A Frechold Buoilding, formerly used as the

) “ Ball School,” situated in the last mentioned Court, now
y unoeenpiod and easily capable of being converted into a
F| Dwelling House or Cottages.

z :f—'l‘wo neat Fmohold Cottage Residences, called
o2 bndgo Cotinges,” occupied by Measrs. Willcocks

|
-abSgiliz2zy ' oo2GY LiGa | Aaid2NB |
-GbSelG2y ! 602 (it K2 INRIINI ALYK 3A0E >h 5
-ab2GAO0OAY3 bSslzy ! 60206 ¢Sa

(@]

and Major as tenants, situated st the end of the Inst
2. Newspaper Repo_rts e nd mentioned Court, overl the river Lemon with the
- Western Times/2"™ April 1864, 2™ Sept. 1864 meadows and coun beyon
- Exeter and Plymouth Gazette/26™ Jan. 1866, 2" Nov. 1869 'l'ho Oou.qo- are app rosolwd from the meadows by
Ex th purtenant to the propert
- Express & Echo/4™ Nov. 1873 l’.——m&t I } ld ‘l i Land,
- Western Times/12" May 1885 ﬁ “ Slewman's Meadow,"” w the M
- East and South Devon Advertiser/20™ March 1886 lot by the river Lemon, and by admeasure-
- Western Morning I;lews/16th June 1928 z‘t,nl" Jr. n:mt now in Ocoapation
- Herald Express/12" Jan. 1962 This Mesdow is held for the residue of a
years, determinable on the deaths of two
3. Archives/Libraries/Deeds M'ﬂ’ sbontw and 72 years,

- Register of Title DN 475037
; . ) . - Froohold G
YStteaQa 5ANBOG2NRSA 2F 5802y w“ A"°‘°f whold

-2 KAGSQA | A&l 2 NdtbrieddfDvénll G S S NJ |y Western Times
L 2" Sept. 1864
- British Library
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There is one final point | would like to make.

The Newton Abbot Museum has recently moved to a new site, to the
superbly renovated and refurbished grand building on the corner of St
[ S2YWBR®Ra ' YR 2 2f 02 NP dzalKS 4 (iANBSED

A 2 4 oA x

{G [S2yIFINRQ&a / KIFLISt ¢Fa SNBOGSR
ease, often referred to as a church without a tower) as a replacement for
the derelict part of the old chapel attached to the clock tower which was
then demolished. This left a tower without a church!

LYy hOG20SNI moppr Al s+ a RSO2yasSo
market. Then it stood empty for a while before being beautifully converted
into the museum using money from the National Lottery. Due to the Covid-
19 pandemic the official opening in 2020 was delayed. It was finally
officially opened on 3™ October.

N.B.
This chapel served as a place of worship for Wolborough
C of E school.

I
It was also my Sunday School! Now Newton’s Place

2020: St Leonard'’s Chapel

Finally
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Hope you
enjoyed
the read!



